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At present, the Kurdistan  
Region is exporting 100,000 
barrels of oil per day







New oil and gas fields are expected 
to come online in the near future



■

The fuel and energy requirements of  
Kurdistan’s consumers are on the rise



Genel Energy is one of the first to explore for petroleum in the 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq and today is the biggest investor and the 

biggest reserve-holder in the KRG. 

Following successful operations in Taq Taq, Genel Energy 

expanded its interests to other Production Sharing Contracts 

(PSCs) in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. Taq Taq and Tawke 

licence areas are at the development and production phase, and 

Kewa Chirmila, Ber Bahr, Dohuk, Miran and Chia Surkh licence 

areas at the exploration phase. Currently, Taq Taq and Tawke 

have production capacities of 60,000 bopd and 50,000 bopd 

respectively. Genel Energy is the operator under the Ber Bahr 

PSC and co-operator in Taq Taq.

Genel Energy’s objective is to grow rapidly and with a view to 

becoming a highly regarded global E&P company.







SPONSORED FEATURE

DNO: exploring and shaping a better future
What is the background of DNO?
DNO was established as a public company and 
listed on the Oslo Stock Exchange in 1971. The 
company, which was completely revitalized in 
1996, is in the upstream sector with focus on 
both onshore and offshore activities. 

The operatorship of the Heather fi eld on the 
UKCS in 1997 was a stepping stone for DNO 
during the fi rst growth cycle. From an offshore 
operatorship on the UKCS, DNO moved to 
onshore Yemen in 1998. Today it operates 
four licenses in Yemen and is partner in one.

The entry to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq 
was in 2004 with DNO being the operator 
of two licenses initially, which became three 
following the review of the contracts in 2008. 

DNO has still a presence offshore with 
operatorship in an offshore license in UK, 
and is also partner in an offshore license in 
Equatorial Guinea.

The corporate headquarters is in Oslo, 
with operating units in Mozambique, Yemen, 
Dubai, and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 
Africa and the Middle East are currently the 
key focus areas of DNO.

What has DNO achieved in Kurdistan?
Following extensive geological work, DNO 
decided to drill the fi rst exploration well in 
Kurdistan in late 2005, on the Tawke geological 
anticline, close to the border with Turkey.

While the acquisition and processing of 
seismic data was ongoing in summer 2005, 
DNO acquired the equipment to drill its fi rst 
well in a Region where none existed at that 
time. The Tawke-1 exploration well discovered 
commercial quantities of crude oil.

A fi eld development program was initiated 
immediately, and a central processing facility 
and a 43 km export pipeline were constructed 
in record time, along with the drilling of 
additional development wells. The fi eld was 
fully developed in June 2007 – only two years 
after commencement of seismic exploration 
activities on the ground.

Export of crude oil from the Kurdistan 
Region to the international market is essen-
tial to create full value from current and future 
oil discoveries. Export was allowed for a short 
period, for about 3 months from 1 June 2009, 
but was halted because of non-payment for 

crude oil being exported. The fi eld has, mean-
while, supplied crude oil to the local market.

The fi rst exploration well made a discovery 
in the Erbil PSC contract area in 2007. This 
fi eld is being appraised.

What are the longer-term aspirations of 
DNO in Kurdistan?
DNO has long-term commitments to all 
stakeholders of the Region. At least three new 
exploration wells are planned for 2010-11, one 
in each of the licenses operated by DNO.

The near-term aspirations are to have 
all matters resolved such that crude oil 
from Kurdistan will again be exported to 
the international markets, for the benefi t of 
the Region, the whole of Iraq and to the oil 
companies engaged in E&P activities. DNO is 
hopeful this may happen soon. The company 
recommenced the export of crude oil from 
Tawke on 2 February 2011 at rates in excess 
of 65,000 bpd, and is also assisting the KRG 
by receiving third-party crude oil for export 
using the DNO export infrastructure.

What focus is placed on 
Corporate Responsibilities?
Corporate responsibilities take various shapes 
and forms. DNO supports local reconstruction 
with $12 million defi ned as Capacity Building 
Bonuses in the contracts signed with the KRG.

Apart from providing jobs to the local 
community, DNO is also contributing greatly 
toward bettering the infrastructure, health, and 
hygiene standards of the Region. The sum of 
$150 million is being contributed toward the 
building of a water purifi cation plant in Dohuk 
for the benefi t of the city and nearby villages. 

DNO has invested in local school upgrades 
and equipping local hospitals with requisite 
medical facilities, and the company will 
continue to partner with the local community 
in shaping a better future.

DNO International ASA

Stranden 1, Aker Brygge, 
N-0250 Oslo
P.O. Box 1345 Vika, 0113 
Oslo, Norway
Phone: (+47) 23 23 84 80
Website: www.dno.no



Oil production has boosted all 
sectors of the Region’s economy



■

The potential of Kurdistan’s oil and 
gas reserves is finally being realised 
with the help of foreign investment



www.omv.com

OMV has been active in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq since 2007, with operations 
that started in 2008. OMV can draw from its broad expertise from operating 
diligently in harsh environments and apply experience already gained in a number 
of countries in the region. The company is ready to provide integrated solutions and 
rely on its very strong team of local and international experts.

OMV is a global company that invests 
up to EUR 40mn in each individual well.
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GLOBAL SKILLS, LOCAL EXPERTISE

Advisory services

Concept to commissioning

Feasibility studies

Basic engineering

FEED

Detailed engineering

EPCM services

PMC services

Procurement solutions

Pipelines

Offshore topsides

LNG, LPG, CNG

Petroleum storage facilities

Refineries

Petrochemicals facilities

Onshore surface facilities

Heavy oil processing

Clean development mechanism

Carbon capture and storage



Workers at the Tawke oil field in Zakho, 
which started exporting in June 2009



■

Companies from around the world are looking 
to develop the Region’s oil and gas resources


